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February 7, 2024 
 
 
Kittitas County Community Development Services 
411 N. Ruby Street 
Suite 2 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
RE: Atlas Tower 1, LLC Administrative Conditional Use Application (ACU-23-00003) – 
Response to Appellant Briefing Comments 
 
Section 1: 
 

1. Network Coverage – Please find the justification letter attached from the carrier 
(Exhibit A) 

2. “The proposed use essential or desirable” – Cell phone service has become critical 
for use in many situations such as emergency services.  Most households do not 
use landlines, but rather cell phones for their phone communication. 

3. Property Values – Please see the attached FAQ for helpful information regarding 
cell towers and their impacts to home values. 

 
Section 2: 
 

1. Atlas has no comment.  This is in reference to the county sending notice. 
 
Section 3: 
 

1. Page 21- broadband.map.fcc.gov and coverage is fine.  Broadband is internet. 
2. Page 22 – Kittitas asked if it was possible to move the tower to the west in effort 

to try and get it out of the neighbor’s direct sight.  The county asked if we could 
move it maybe 20’.  I talked to our construction manager and after looking at it all, 
we were able to determine that we could in fact move it 25’.  We updated the design 
and submitted it.  Revisions 1, 2, and 4 are irrelevant to this. 

3. Page 22 (#6 Concern of Location)-Please find the justification letter attached 
(Exhibit A) 

4. Our search ring is set up for .5 – 1 mile radius.  When we don’t receive responses 
or the carrier does not approve of potential locations we expand our ring in effort 
to find a sight that the carrier could potentially approve. 

5. Page 23-Leases sent no response/dead mailers. 2nd image is 5 responses to 
leases sent including current location (preferred by carrier) (Exhibit B) 
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Section 4: 
 

1. We can’t comment to specific characters of how the properties are zoned. 
 
Section 5: 
 

1. See Exhibit A 
2. Page 40 - referenced broadband.map.fcc.gov and coverage is fine.  Broadband is 

internet. 
3. Page 41-44 – Atlas can’t comment to comments about KCCDS code 
4. Page 45-47 – Atlas can’t comment to comments about KCCDS code 

 
Section 6: 
 

1. Page 50-53 - Atlas can’t comment to comments on behalf of KCCDS 
2. Page 55 – Atlas addressed Marguaita Marrs comments in my response, to the 

neighborhood comments, on September 19, 2023.  
a. I have provided an FAQ sheet with some helpful information regarding cell towers and 

their impacts to home values.  
b. I am not able to respond to questions about the code 
c. Concerns with the visual aesthetics: 

i. We will have our design updated to reflect the use of a compatible color to 
camouflage the tower.  I have attached color swatches for you to review and 
choose which color is preferred. 

d. Health Concerns: 
i. Please find the attached document with additional information regarding health 

concerns.  
e. Concern cell companies are permitted to go another 20’ once built without permission 

(section 6409) 
i. Section 6409 does not give the right to extend the tower 20’ without anyone’s 

permission.  Our tower is designed to handle 4 carriers.  If the carrier needs to 
extend the tower 20’ to provide better service, they would have to do the 
following 

1. Confirm there is not enough space for their antenna on the existing pole 
2. Prove to the FCC that an extension is necessary 
3. Carriers will have to provide justification for the additional height 
4. Review from the local government is required 

f. Concern of location. Atlas shopping for any owner who will allow this on their property 
i. The process for site selection comes from the carrier needing to cover a certain 

area. 

The carrier will give us a lat/long to work from, which Atlas will first check for 
zoning correct parcels .5-1 mile from their pinned location. Atlas then sends out 
leases in the range, and as we receive inquiries from willing landowners, will 
submit these options to the carrier to review.  

The carrier ultimately chooses the location that works for them based on their 
coverage objective. So our process, is parcels that meet zoning and tower height 
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we are looking for, and to have a ground lease with a willing landowner. We are 
happy to get more coverage justification from the carrier if need. 

3. Page 56 - KCCDS posted all comments on a website so all could view.  Atlas watched for new 
comments on a regular basis to make sure we had responded to every comment in one 
document. 

Section 7: 
 

1. There will be a reliance on wireless services for years to come.   
2. Atlas Tower will be responsible for removal of the tower within 30 days should 

there ever be the need to remove it due to lack of use. 
3. Page 124 – Atlas Tower does not build their towers without an anchor tenant. 

 
Section 8: 
 

1. Page 126-136 – attachments are referring to government funded high speed 
internet to provide access to everyone.   
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EXHIBIT B 
 

Pins show where leases were sent.  Yellow are responses received. 
 

 
 

Image of ProperƟes suggested by Appellant 
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